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' p c r,fc ct' l|c i tt tcu' c ct t ts titu ti ct t t and

ttntt ittstt,ad to tlte Contnttutist

otd tr'tazi pcu'ties?

ht \ \ 'c imar Republic takrs i t .  naure fr()nr a
,*mall totvn in central Germanr'. fantous fur

i ts cultur ' : t l  and lr telarl  assr.,crat ions. l t  \ \ 'as thc
nr re t in .q  p l i i ce  o f  th r  Cor ,s t i tucn t  . \ ssenrb l l
elected in Januarr. 1!)1! l  to draft a republican.
der.uocratic cor.rst i tut ion after thr ial l  of the
Germ:rrt  Enlprre in \ovember 191E. The \\ 'einrar

l rc | i ' ,d  (  i r r l l (  r ,  '  ;111  . ' , ,1  r t  i t l t  t l t c  ap l , ' , rn t r t t rn t  , , i

- \dolf  Hit ler as Chanceilor on 30 Januan' 1933.
The ultrmate fai lule oi the Repubiic had such

catastrophic conse(luences for Gernrani' and the
u 'o r ld  tha t  i t  has  a lna l ' s  overshador icd  the
historl c,i dre fir-st ('erman parilamcntan'democ-

r -acv .  I i  i s  lhe t t , f i , r ' c  rn tpur tan t  1 r ,  s t less  tha t
\\'eimar"s collapse \\'as neler rner-rtable. thriugh
in the final r'ears of the Republic thc charrces cf
slrrvir-al h:rcl becrrnre clesperateh .lirn. S,nrr oi
the reasons iol the fai lure l ie fr .rrt i rer back in
hrstc-rr1'  rn the rveal iness r-r i  l iberal ism in
C'elmanl. aite| the unsuccessful re|uiut ions oi
lS-lE. rollrxrccl bv the successlul unliicatiun of the
, r ' r l r t r ' \  \ \ 'B l :n rarqk  th r ' , ' ug l r  i r r rcc  j r -111 .11 . , .
principal causes for the failure hale. iros-ever. to
br srrught in l i re r ears aiter '  191S.

Revolution
\ lanl of \ \ 'eimar's prc,blenis had their roots in
rhe  de fea t  and the  rc lo lu t ion  o f  i91E.  These
e|ents carne as a traurnatic sirock ti, nlost patri-

oric middle-class Germans. 
' l 'he1 s' tre prepared

1 , ,  r ( ) l i r - r r F  l 1 ) - ' . ' r |  n r r ' l i : . t r e l t t a f r  ( l ( n l ' , ( ' 1 ' a C \

on i l '  as  )ong as  i t  seemed l i ke l r -  t c r  b r ing
( , e ' ' t n : r t r  : r  ' t l , t ' r  l e ' t i r '  '  r e ? t c .  \ \ ' h q t t  t i t e  t r r l t r '

r, , i  Velsai l ics becernre pubirc in \ lar 1919. i t  u'as
regarded bl r.nost rr i  the Germ:ir pub)ic as
decp) r  hLr r t t i J i lL t ing  ar tc i  ua-  l rc ( rp tEc  ur r l t  u r tdcr
d r t t r . . .  \ ; r ' i ' r l r r l i s '  r ' i c l r t - r r  L n {  ( ' l ) i r . l , , n  s w i r l v
turned against t i .re neri  l lepLi)-r lrc. l t  accepted
the  no tor ious  s tab- in - the 'back  mr- th .  namei l '
that the Gerrnan arnrl  hacl never betn cleieated
on t l-re batt lef ield. [rLrt had been betraled bv the
poli t icrans. nr()st l l  i rom lhg $1,cial Democratic
Part l  tSPD). thr: ntain pal-t \ '  of the l l trr l i t t lg

classes li hri had beer' llr.r'rght to p'*i et' br"h

levolut ion.
This uas a travestv of the facts. \ \ 'hen in

(  ) . t . l . re r  l ! r l s  th t '  Ger t t r :L t t  H igh  L , rnn lan( l  \ \ ' a :

conrpel lecl Io seek an arr l ist ice. the intperial

reginre had becrirtte totallv discredited and u'as

s\\ 'ept : l \ \ 'al '  b1' the masses of i t 'or l iels and

soldiers learning iul peace. The leaders oi the
SPD. headed bi 'Friedrich Ebert.  later the frrst
I\-esrdent of the Republic. took porrer reluctanth-
and did their best tr) pr()tect the countn' frr.rm
br  rak-d , 'u  r r  and d is in t rg ra t r ,  )n  in  \  r r ' \  d i r ' i cu l t
circunrsrances not of their makin.q.

'fher 
taced an earh challenge irom lhe Lefr.

\ \ 'h( '  \ \ ' rnr(d tr lnurq lh{ rrough-g, , ing rrr ,  r iut i '  rr t .

usutg the spontaneousll emerging r'r'orkers and
so ld ie rs  counc i i s  as  the  bas is  fo l  a  soc ia l i s t
si l t ' i rTr. F-.: ' lhq e\rr(ntr Lri t .  rcprrscnted nt i :nh'
bl the Spartakus League. the nucleus oi the
German Conrmunist Partl'. the Bolshet'ik revo-
lutton in I{ussia rvas the rrooei. For the ntoclerate
Left.  as t 'el l  as for the middle classes. the avoid-
ance of Russian condit ions'and chaos became a
pri,  rr i tr ' .

Ebert and his cr-rlleagues har-e been criticised
for becrrmrng obsessed u'ith the threat from the
Leit and for reh' ing t(x) r luch on civi l  servanrs
and miiitan officers inlrerited ilonr the prevrous
regime. Historians no\\' generalll' accept that a
profound social upheaval s'as unl ikel l  in an
ld\anced industr ial s()ciet) '  such as Gerrlaur' .  - \
dr, ' tar,,r ' . ] t ip ul '  t l t r  pt i , lctt t ' iat bl ' rd un \\  ul l i (r ' :
and solcliers' councils s-ould have been a back.
t'ard step in zr ctuntn rihere nrale rtorkels had
had the lote for i i f tr-vcar,s.

Hrstoiians are n.r\\' also sceptical abr,rut the
arglrnent that the councils could haVe been r,rsed
t ,  '  dc t t to t ' t  l t t t - r  G( - l  l l l : i l l  i ( ,C ic t \ '  l l ) ,  , t  r  Ih r  r t r  r t tgh l \ ' .

I t  n'as. holer-er. an error bv the pr-r l i t ic ians rn
po\\ 'er in 1!)19. notablv Ebert and the defence
: l in is te r  Gustav  \ r ' ske .  to  rc l l  on  vo lu : r teer
irrrces the srr cal lecl Frcikorps '-  tr- ,  f ight a
counte l - ie r -o lu t ion ;u ' r  c iv i l  rvar  aga ins t  the

e\ t re rne  Le f r .  Sec t i , rns  r t f  the  u  o r l i ing  c lass
bccame al ienated frr. ,nr the Republic and this
c { )n t r ibu ted  to  the  deep d iv is i , rn  in  the  labr ru r
rn i , \ ' en ten t  r i r roushr ru t  the  \ \ 'e in ta r  per iod .
Fr t i i to rps : t ten tbe ts  o f ten  j l rn rd  the  \azr
Stoi-uitroopers. The habit of resolt ' ing pr., l i t ical
confl ict bl f trrce becanie engraineci and para-
ntr l i tal l  fornrat ions agirrn posecl ;r  threat t( l
deuocracf in the ckr-sjpg l-ears oi the Republic.

The political system
The foundations. maltv of t l tent l() t  verl 'soultcl .

had thus been lard for the neu n:tr l iztmenttrr-r '
dentocracl ' .  evcn befrrre the reltul, l r . : tn cottst l tu-

Tlt t  r t i t r t lo t t l  I t r ts tL lut t  Fr tL, i r tc i t  El l t r i
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t ion clme into iorce in . \ugr:st L!)19. On paper.

the \leinrar Cor.tstitution g'as a ltcriect clenroc-
rat ic instrLlnrent. containlng, ior exlrnrl t le. prrn' i-

sir,r ts iur the direct part iclpation ()f  the \ ' () ters
th lough re fe renda.  I t  a l - *o  inc ]uded a  sec t ion
) a r r n g  c l , ' , , r ' n  i n d i v i d r n l  r i r h t s .  r r h r c h  r i : t s

adi ancecl ior its tinte. It provicied frrr- the lrrotec-
t irrn r- i i  the fami11., of rnotherh.x)d ancl chrldhriod.
u' i th equal r ights ior i l legit imate chi ldren. . \nd i t
contained a iar-reaching charter for tire rights ol
lal tor.rr.  including co-determrnation bl '  t 'orkers
rn industrr ' .

Hr-t,  ,r ' i : t : t .  i t . \ \ '  t rquc 'hlt  cr l ,et t l t t i ,  ,ns \\ 'c l  c
aroused.  r i ' h ich  a  count r ] - in  the  par io r , rs

ec(Jnonlic st.ttc oi defeated Ccruranl urruld find
it  drtf icult  tr-r iul i i l .  The polrtr ia) slstern der- ised
ar \\'eimar has. in spite of its tlreoretical periec-

tion. often been criticised in practice and rs held
to  I t l v r  cun t r ibur rd  t , ,  t l r .  Rrpu l t l i t .  .  d , , t .n ia l l .

Three  fea tures  in  par t i cu la r  have been
attacked. One ri'as the eiectoral s)'-stem of strict
proportional representation. The second s'as the
'''jstcnce of tt'o authorities directll' eiected bv

perrple: the Rt' icl tstag (nationai pal l iament)

and the Presidencl-.  Direct elect ion nrade Ihc
President an Llndui\- strong f igure. His pou'er
r l ls further enhanced br the third. mr-rch-crir i-
cised. provision -.  that under art icle 18 of the
Crlnstltution he could assume emergencl po\\'ers

and lulc lirtuallv rvithout the Rt'zi'/r.slrrg.
To ai l  these cri t icisrns there are rounter '-

rrgui l lents. Pl,  ,purt iunal l ' (prc:enfariun tPR t i i  a.
n  ' t  t l t .  ma in  f t r l snn  io r  Gr rnran \ "s  mu l t ip l i ,  r rv
n i  r rn  je .  I t .  , l i r ' . r ' . i r t  rnd  lhc  rs i - . te t t .e  u i  t r r , ,
mator religious denc.'minations. had gi\.en rr-*e to
a t  i ( : l i t  i i r r  ma in  g r , 'up ings  in  rh r  n in . . te .n r l r
centuri '  and rhese suryived the retolut i trr .r  oi
1! l1E 1if i le changecl. ( i) \ 'elnrncnt hacl thereiore
nonral l !  to be bv coal i t ion, br-rt  the part ies --

r r l r i ,  l r  in  t l r -  in tp r r i r l  y ra  l t ld  n , ,1  bwu l -e :p ( 'n -
s ib le  io r  p ro i ' id ing  thc  na t iona l  e \ecu t ive
r ' , \Hrnmrr r  -  - r i l l  j , , r rnc i  ' r  d in ' i tu l t  a i t r r  l9 lS
to make the compromrses neces-sarv to L'nsure

' 
le coal i t ions.
ihe large number of verl'small parties. often

adiuced as arr argunrent tbr the absurditf of rhe
si-stenr b1' those n'ho opposed i t .  sere usuallr '
nrrt r.rndulv signiiicant. The \\'eirnar PR svstenr
cl icl .  ho$eVer. 11[)\ \ ' thc vo]atr l i t r  r) f  the electorar:e
to e\press rtsclf  Nithout hindrance. Thus the
\:rzi  part l '  \ 'cnt ironr a marginal ?.tr ' ' , '  , r i  the
\ '() te i l r .rd l2 seats in \ lar '  1928 to 18.3' ' , ,  and 107
seats jn September 1930. making i t  the second
lar.gesi partr'.

-\s ior the Plesidencr-. it rras thought rreces-
san' to have a countenveight to the ot i ter\\ ' ise
unchec l ied  pou 'e r  o i  the  par l ia rnen l  anc i  t ( )
p r ' ' r ' i c le  n  iL rcus , r f  L rva l tv  in  p lace , r i  the  faLLen
nr.narchs. ' fhe presrdential en.Lergenc., '  p,,rtrr-s
' \ \ ' r ic n1)r. in rhenrselVes. r-urr.rsuaL. \ \ 'hen [- l tert
r i l :  Pi 'rsidcnt. thrV uere used trr resol le ir ises
a't | i  -eitr)re ni)nlal parl iamentat ' \ '  gr)\ 'pfnment:

ir-rt Ir-rinr 1!)3(l thev rvere deiiberatelv emplovecl
to iti"pass the Rt'rr'lrslrzg. Thus. it \\as n()t the
po1 i t i ca l  and dons t i tu t iona l  a r rangemcnI . , .  i r r
themselr"es that n'ere at fault .  but the n'av in

September  1997

r i ' l ' r ich thev n 'ere l rsed rn iL c, runtr l 'u ' i rere large

sect ions of  the populatron hacl  l i t t le  regard for

clernocracl' and parl[inrcntzrr\' {ol efnn]ent.

Years of crisis 1919-24
-fhe 

f irst ien'r-ears ,rf  the Republic q'ere a period
, . i  .  i r r r r r l l .  , r t , i . r ,  t r r , ' , t , , r l  , ' r r . i <  ,  r r l n t i n r r t i n , r  i nL r l / L r  u  L  '

1923,  r 'hen  Germanv a lmo-s t  d is in tegra ted .
Hr r i r r r -  ' ' r r . t  l r r r r  th ' r I r .n rd  b \  ' ) \ ' d ]1 l t r , ) \ \  I r ' rn l
the Left.  bv i920 the penclulum nad alreadl '
sri'ung back -so t:u' in the directjr-,n rrf nationali-.t
r n r i - r e n r r l r l i ,  r n i - r r  t h : , t  1  , r ' r n  f  r ' , m  r h .  R i o h r

n'as attempted - thc I iapp Plr l-si / l  oi  ] larch
1920. I t  fai led because the tradr unions cal led a
genera l  s t r i ke  and the  senror  e rv i l  servants .
a ) rhuugh b t  I ) , ,  t l t r l i n .  tL r l l r  l , ' r ' r l  ' ' , ' h .  Rept lb l i . .
J id  n , , r  i , , ( ,pc r -a ty  * i r i t  thc  p l ' , t t r r : .  Thc  i i r - t
Rcicltstag electrons. held in June 1920. shori'ed
'her rhe parrl15 ful l \ '  ( , ,nrnri l t(d t .  prr i i rm.nrlrr
d p n t n , r a , ' \  n { , \ \ ' r r ' , 1 ' , r r u p r ' h a l ^ *  i  _ : "  7

.  - - .  .  l u  - L  l l l d . l r ) l  l l \ .  I I | \ , t - \

. L " ^ '  \ \ ' - ; , - ,  * , , . - .  ^  . . - - , \ 1 i . .  r r . i r l r , , r r r  r - n r r h l i , . r n rt l d t  r !  c l l r l J l  \ \ d :  ! t  t c p L l L t i l r

i <  n " r h r n <  a n  p \ ' r o ( r F r a r i , r n  l t r r t  t l r -  i r r n n r , r ' r p r ' i

and opprinents of denrocrac! $'ere at best iinel1'
balanced.

In  the  ner t  ie r r  1 'ears  rhe  c l i v rs ions  r i ' e re
further embittered bv the rel)arat i()ns problern
r ' h r  n l \ - n l i l l l i  i t t t t r ' , < " d  " t l  G r l l l l l t l V  U n C ] c f  t h r

\-ersaille-. treat)') ancl. ironr the sunmer 0f 1922.
the advent of h1'per' int ' lat ion. The Irrench occu-
pation {)f the Ruhr in -lanuarr' 19211. in response
t.) Cerman thilure to pav reparatir)ns in fuil. led
to t l le toial col lapse Lri  the Ger-man cun'erlc)-.
\ \ - :Lge:  l rad  t , '  l r r  p r rc i  r r i - l t  r r r - l t i r tq  b rs l i c ts  iu l i
,  ' i  l l r  L n l t  t t ,  ' t e - .  l r l d  l h r  p n r l  l l  r l g  p t  c : : r >  d . u l t l  t t ,  , l

L ' e e r  D r r ' e  r t i r h  - h .  n r - e ,  r n | l ,  ) L l :  d c e  l i n c  i n  t i r c

lalue of moner-.
\atronal ist resentnrent reachecl iever prtch.

irut bl Septenrber 19211 passrve resrstltnce to the
French haci brolien dOu':r. ior Crrman\' \\'as at
rhe end r i i  i ts tethcr. In L)ctoirer and \rx'ember
192.1 there were several atternprs trorn the Right
and the  Le f t  to  o le r th ror l  the  Repub l ic
inclr.rding I{ i t ler 's Beer Hall  PrLri iz in \ lunich. an
ignorninior.rs failure.

-\t the point of gr-earest clanger, solutions trr
['erman1"s rntemal ancl extel-ral problems beqan
to emerge. Gustav Stresemann. Lhancelkrr for
1iJ() cruciai ci:n s ironr .\ugust tt, \,rvenrber 1923
rnd thel-eaiter Foieigi ' ,  \ l inisicr unti l  his dealh
in October 1!)29. brcante the RepLrbl ic s strong
lnan. A ne\\ '  currenr\ ' .  ihc Rentennrarl i .  n-as
:Llccessiul lr  introduued: and rhe Dan'es Plan
c : t lh l i : l t r , i  : r  : \  : l c i l r , ' i  r ' .p lu t t i ' , r t .  p : l \ 'Dr ( l r t : .
u'hich the (lerman econonrv cor.rld bear anci the
lnternaturnal c(lnrntlnitl accept. 

-fhese 
measures

pared the ri'al iur the l:r'ertch evacllaticrn ()f the
Ituhr and the Locarn,, t fert ies. u' irrch pelma-
: t r n ,  \  ' ' r ' f " :  n ' F e r l  r , e r " "  ' t  -  \ \ ' . : l r l n  I f , , n I i C f r

l ts  agreed at  \ -ersat l lc :  l r r tc l  lu icc i  1 i r . r i  ihe use ,  ) f

i ( r fLe i r t  ar l \  r r ' ,  is i r  r t t  ,  r i  i t r  castc l ' i l  i t , t rdcr . .

Years of stability 1924-29
Frorr 1921 to 1929 L,rrnl inl  eniolecl .grelter
stabilit\- anci prospelitr'. Gir en the seventv of the
rreceding crises. t l -r is highhghts the resrl ience of
:he \\ 'einrar s\ '- i tenr. ' fhere n'ere. hou'ever.

pol i t ical lLncl economic factors n'hich i l l r t  thr
pernranence oi the stabi l in. in doubt.

Irr narion:r l  pol i t ics this \ \ 'as st i l l  r  perirrd rr l
nerl i ,  i recluentl l  shi i t ing coai i trous. The ini lu-
ence, r f  the  er t renre  R igh t  r ' ,as  reduced.  bu t
Hit ler 's Nazr part l ' .  rebui l t  i rorn l !)25 arrunci him
as ['-ttltrcr tleader). became a pnncipai e]ement
n' i thin i t .  The more rnoderate nationai ist Rrght.
represented b1. the /)crrLscll uttirtuale litll:spurtci
t D \ \ ' P , , r ' G e r n r r n  \ ; r t i n n r l  p a l t  v r  r r r d ' ] t e
: i lnl t l l t '  lnt. ln cr.- ' ldier. lcxquc rn t l t ich mltt tv
i ' rmtr Fr '  i t , ' rps i ichrers h:rd inund rr iuge..r i l l
f , r ' . F1 fe r l  r l . r  Re ' r  r r r l i '  u ' i r l '  t ' c l ue t l ncc .

The  t r r t ce r t l r r r  r r  t i t ud r  ' , i  r t t a r t ' .  : r r  - i , 11 .  '  r l

the German people rvas s]'ilitr,lisecl b1' the elcc-

t i on  o f  F i c l d  \ l a r sha l  Pau l  von  H indenbL r rg .

Ch ie i  , r f  t he  Cc rman  Sup reme  Con rnand  f o r

rnuch ,ri thc First \\'orld \\'ar. as Presrdent trf rhc

Republ ic  in succession to Ebert .  rvho died in

1915 .  . \  ' i ub . t i t u t .  qm l r c r i , r '  .  n  i t l r  i i t t l r  r eg r l d

r ' , , r  n r * l i i i l r H l l I r " r '  d e n r , r e f S C v .  n , ' $  h e l d  t l t e

h i shcs t  r coub l i cen  o i f i ce .  Th i s  r r r :  t o  hevc

fateful  con-sequence-c af ter  1929, but  for  the

mr.) l rent  i t  r r -as Nidel l '  fe l t  that  Hindenburg

llould help trr reconcile natlural oppusitron to tlte

republ ican s lstenl .

The decline r.ii the liberal middJe.class palties.

rnt  ludir rg Str .s.nraln s u\ \ 'n  p i l r t \  th(  [ [u l . : t  ]1r

A Frctrlr soidicr
gttarris u Ccnnoti
coct! traitt, 1923



\ - , i i : :pr t t  lL  r  t l ) \ ' l '1 .  cont inued unabated.  On the

Lei t .  thr  Crur.u.nunist  part r  ( l iP l ) ) .  drau' ing at

least  a c luarter  o i  t i re uor i i i t tg c l l tss-r 'ote.  u ' iLs

i i r m l v  c . r : r b 1 i . h e d  : t s  t h e  r - i i  a l  , r i  t h e  S [ ) l ) .

n ra i i : ng  i t  d i f i i cL r l t  l { ) r  t h t  l a t t p i '  t r )  e l t t e r  r l r l r )

eoa l i t i r r n :  s ' i t h  t he  u r i c l c11e -c1as .  pa r t i t ' s  a

c,r l l i ibrr r : r t ion essent i : l l  f r r r  republrcat t  s tabi l r t r ' .

T i r r  l t : r c l c r . s i r i r  , ' i  t h t  l i f ' I )  u : i .  i r i c l eas ing l r

, 'beci ie: r t  I r ,  I i re I l ( ) l  
- \ '  la ic l  c iorr ' t t  i ; r '51:r l in  i r t  thc

i : r terests l i  tht '  Srx ' iet  L 'n iot i .

1'hr 1?r'rrli.s/rrg election of \Ial I!l?S scemecl to

rel l r rser l t  u h ig i r  poj : r t  ior- the l lepLLi l l ic .  $ ' i th the

SIr l . )  g l r in ing near l r  a thrrd o i  thr  vote.  
' l 'herc

\ \ ' i ts .  i t . \ \ 'e \  er .  a great  f t -agnter l tat iot l  in  the

n t i dd le  spec r ru r . n  o f  po l i t i c : .  The  i n j r - r s t i ces

causecl  bt  hvper- int lut ion hi t  thr .  scct ion , r f  the

D lDu la t i r , n  pa r t i cu i a r l v  ha rd .  a r c l  l e f t  a  c l ee ; r

r rsentnrent  against  \ \ 'c imar ancl  a l l  r ts  rv0r l is .  l t

\\'ais alr()n.g sucl.i lolers that the \:tzis uele io

nr: i l ie  iarge gains.  u-hert  cr is is  st l r , rc l i  again.

h. i  t i re rcortor l ic  s l )here.  Genr i tn ) iv ing stan-

c l a r c l s  seemec l  t o  r L ' co l e r  r ap id l r ' ,  r each ing

sl) i le th ing l r l ie  p|e-$ar le le is br '  1! )28.  In recert t

I'cal':. ec(.)lronric hi:l1n-ians have grnerated mtrch

ci) r l t r { ) \  d 'sV ab,r t t t  thc natut 'e t , i  t l l is  recr) \  cr \ ' .

. \ t t rnt i r ,n i ras been drau' t t  t l  c lepetrdet ice or t

- \nrel icun Lrans.  n 'eal i  publ ic  f i r rances.  inacle-

u 'Jatr  i11\ 'cstr t tent  and high str t ia l  c t ls ts.  a l l  o i

\ , .  : | \ . . 1  l ) I tU r  r t  d t  t i t , . L t l t  I { , t  f  , r t . 11 l i r l  I  t , , \ . ( , l . l I t . t y ] 11  :

t , '  cope u ' i th the u 'or lc l -n ' ic le s luntp that  began

ir *.li

The Great Depression
' l 'he ( 'ernlan ecol l ( ) r l lJ '  begatt  t , ,  ia l ter .  e!et l

beir r re the \ \ 'a1l  St leet  st ( ) ( ' l i - I r rar l iet  ars5l i  o1
( )crol ter '  1! )2! l  s ignal lec l  a n 'or- lc l -u ide depre-ssi , r t t

,,: unlt|eecclcr.tted se\'crjtr . Rrsrng LtnentpiL^'tIent

car. rsecl  : r  hear-r '  oLt l f l t , r i  o i  nronev f ront  thr

l ua t i ona l  i r . r su rance  s \ ' s t em.  t he  se t t l l l g  up  o l

u i r r , l r  i n  l l ' - ,  I u rd  i r | r t t  ; r  i t t ' i l ' i t r !  l \ ' h i ( \ r t l l ( t l L

, , i  t he  I t cpub l i c .  I ) i sag reen r t n l  be I \ \ ' een  t i l t

j l : l r ' r ie :  r )n ho\r  to mert  the budget defrc i t  led to

the co1lapse.  in \ larc i r  1930. of  the last  coal i t ion

tirnrlr bnscd on tire 1lt iclislrzg. Infltrerttial r'oice..

c i ; a i i i : r g  supp ( ) r t  f r r ) n t  \ r i desp read  and  l o : t . q '

s tanding ant i -democrat ic  sent iment.  began adlo-

cating reiorm rif the polittcal svstetn in a ntore

aiuth()r i tx f ian,1i rg61ion.  arouncl  the Presic lent .

\\'her ii seenred inrpirssible to bLrild a denroc-

l 'a t rc coal l t jon govenrnlent .  Hindert i turg and hrs

:idvisers pt'epared to appoint a Chancellor ii 'ho

\ \ , ,u ld S,  r \  r |n u i inq t l tc  Prr . idenl  s c l l l r l 'grr l (  \ '

clccree pr)l\'cfs uncler ar-ircle lS which leqLiilecl

n re r -e l l  t he  t o l e l a t i o r . t .  r a t he r  t han  t he  f L : l l

consent. of the llcrr'lislrzg. The lrost tnlportant

ant(nrg the-se acllrsers. n'ho pressecl tl.tis cciurse
() i r  lhe El- \ 'ear-0 ld Plcsident .  $a:  Gencral  I iut t

von Schhicher.  the Arnl"s pol i t ica)  voice.  I t  u 'as

:urother elenrent in \\'eimar's ri'ealitless that the

i , f i icer  corps ol  the sntal l  prr i fessiot ta l  i t t -ntr '

i.I?r'ir'lrsrlt'/l ') pentritted bl the Ver-sailles trea!\'

gale r rn)r '  condi t ional  l rx 'a l t l  to the Repubi ic .

fhe Cha:rcelkrr rr'hont Llinclenburg appointecl

to govenr. ii necessarr' bl decree. rias Heitrt-ich

I',runing. \\'hen the li lrlrslrrg t'efitsccl to accept

his pacl i : rgr  of  austrr i tv  nrezr.s l l res.  he r t issuecl
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TltL'Hutrgcr CltattLt i i r tr ' .  Htir tr icl t  [ j r t tr t t t tg.

thenr under l l inclenburg's enrergertcl po\\ 'ers

and drssol led the l leichstag. Thc en.r: ir tg elec-
trons. in September 1931i, produced the sensa-
tional \azi breaktlrrough. Hencefortl'r. Bluning
1 rg16l g' ,r .  r t  n ,  rnlr l )r  dcr ' t ' rr  :r trd , ' t t l t  l r :  l ' l t {  d:
the SocriLl L)emoc:-lts. fearing a Nazi talie'over.
' - - i -a i ' t - r l  i t ,  'n t  1 ' ,1 j111'  : r r ' ; r in: t  t l lc i r  dt ' t t  rc :

r r  r t t  t i t ' , r - t { l t  1  l t e r  t t np , ' . q t l  g t ,  ' u  i n t  l t l r r d . l t i p  ,  ' r r

their  sul lp0rters.

Bruning.  soon t ( )  be l inou'n a:  the Hunger

Ci t l r te. l l , ' r ' .  nr th le: : l r '  ( ' r . r l  l - ' , l t rn)rnel l l  t ' \prndi '

ture -  inc luding u 'ages.  - .a lar ies and \ rc i fare

paJ'ments - -  reg;rrc l iess of  the pol i t ical  conse-

( l u e l l r e : .  H q  t r i e d  1 { ,  l l ) i t k t : L  \ i r l t l r , , i  l l r . r . . i l r '

b l  r - r s i ng  t he  r i se  o f  po l i t i ca )  e \ t r em ism l r )

Gernranl to bring about the end of reparations.

Reccn t  h i s t o r i ca l  deba tes  ha t ' e  r e l o l l ed

around lhe quest ior l  u 'hether tho-r  r r 'as an al ter-

n r t i r ' .  ' ' ,  R l r : n i l r .  -  u , ' l i t  r  ' r l  s l r ' i t ' t  d r l ' l r r t i o t t .

Gurcrai HittLlt'ttburg t(u; (t ltttling rttottbcr o.t tltc
t.ftlrcr rr'rPs, ttltitit turL ,tnl.\' (t)nditt(ttlei irt';alt.t lo

l i t t  Rt l , t rh l ic .

u 'h ich had t i le  c i tsast t 'ot ls  rest l l t  t r f  lu f l l ing Hi t ler

; r nc l  t i r e  \ az i s  i n t o  a t l  i t . t l n i i nen t  t i l r ea t  l t  i s

argued t i l : t t .  g i ten t l tc  l l re\ ' l ( )L ls \ \ 'eai i l lesses () l

tjt, (ienrrzLn ccon()tn\ a16l llig 1;1r.ifr)tttlcl Gertrlatt

ie: r -  o i  reneteC 1' , f l ;11t ,11.  ht  had l i t t ic  r ( )o l l l  i \ l r

l l l lU l o ruY r r .  1 - i r c  e r cep t t o t l : t l  se \ . e : - l t l  o i  t h t

. 1un lp  c : c i  n r ) i .  i l l  a l l ]  611 i s .  bg (o t11 r  a l l pa ren l

u t t t i l  t l t r  i u t r  sp r i r t s  , r 1  i ! ) 3 , 1  an ( l  r c l i a t i on :L r r '

l l l , . i : t t t ( -  ,  ' , r t i c i  r t . '  i t l r i  l , r . u t l t e  r n r - t i r r  u t r t i

r i  r l l  inrr  ,  1t t . l l .  I l r  thar t inrr .  Hindenbtrrg and his

acl l iser :  hacl  bcconrt  t i rec l  o i  underotnntng tht

LtnpopLr lzu- I i l - , .ur ing : t t tc i  i re uas di :n l issecl  r r l

\ lar  l t ) r i l .  l ' i r r i - r  r ierr  n() \ \ '  at  leasT . ix  nt i l l i , , r l

uncntpl i , "  ec1 : r  th i rd o1 t i le  labot t r  i r i t -ce.

The surrender of democracY
The nriscrv caused bt thc sluntp ertabled Ll i t ler '

ancl the \azi paltv to nrobi l ize 3n ertorntous
protest vote. Tire onh' sections of the eiectoratr

to retuain it'ttntune to tlte \azi appeal \\'ere the

Roman Cathol ic \oters tradit iortal lv support ing
the Centre Partr (Zotl t  tu; i)  and t ire s'orking'

class voters in the big cities normallv roting SPf)
or- l iPD. The l iPI).  as totalrtarian artd attt t-delt t{ , '

cral lr  a: the \azis. \ 'as gatning grO,,tnd at t l te
erpense of the SP[). ri'hich renrained committed

to the Republic and deln()cracJ'.
\ loclern historiographl has prr,duced highlr '

, .ophist icated anah'ses oi the social basts of the
\azr lote. .{ l though the nridcl le classes in non'

Cathol ic zu-eas \\ 'ere the chief sor-trce oi Nazi
slrpport. Hitler"s appeal crlt acro,is all classes - -

rhus  tL rs r i i v tng  t ( )  son)e  c \ ten t  t l ) c  c la in r  t i ra t
\az ism \ \ 'as  a  molement  and no t  a  d iv is rve
par t r ' .  i i l i e  the  o thers .  A  vo te  fo r  H i t le r  s 'as

nlarnl l  a ncgative \-ote: auti-denr()cral ic and anti '
\ \ 'ernrar ' .  antr- l iberal.  antl-semit ic. - \s r- 'ne \ lazi

l r rdcr  pu t  j t .  \ l z i .n t  t s  t l t c  .pp , ' s i l .  u i  e te r r

thrng that nou erists. '
f t \  l \ l : l - .  i r  \az r  r r r td  L ' ,n ln run l i r  vn lc :  a r (

addrci t ,  'grt i trr- { ldnul lrd.t  r t  ptt : ' r ,r '  t l rrn: 'et ir ' l r l
calculat irn1. i t  can be shon'n that a ntaiori t) '  () i

the German electorate had turned against dentoc-
racl ' .  This made i t  ler- i '  cl i f f icult  to i ind a viable

i l ( , \ rn )nr tsn l  r i r r 'd id  r , ) l  u r r ' lude  H i l . r r ' .  p l l ' l r ru .

larll if, as \\'as the case u-ith Hindenburg and his
r ' i r ' .1 r .  ; r r t r '  1 ' r r " 'u l - r  r ' ,  Le i t - \ \ i r rg  par t i ( :  \ \ ' i i :
excluded. Int-lLrential gr-oups -sr,rch as the indus-
r r ia l rs ts  ie l r  tha t  on ' l t -  a  s tab le  g r ) \ 'e rnnreut

rnclucling the \azis coulcj plrll (,ernlan\. out r.ri

the slunrp ancl thel had alrvals drsi iked the

Ilepublic as dontrnated b;'' labour and the Left.

Fen h is t , r r ia t rs .  I . io r iever .  no l 'acccpt  ihc

\ larr ist argunrent that Hit ler n'as Irerei l ' the tool

of capital ists. \ lot 'e importance is attacired to the
influence of thr lat-ge landou'ners in the eastern

lt ioi  i lce. oi Ptus-i ia. thr./rr l l icr ' .s. br-causc of i i re
dircct accer: the| had trr Hinclenburg - r i 'hr,
\\':ls one r;f thenr. Rule bv presidential dcct'ee irad
nrade the decisiuns and nrisjuclgerlrents of thc
stt-tal l  ci t 'dr oi men ar, 'uld thc Presldent crucial.

Per-trittal factor--s cilnnot thereirire be left out
cif  accour.t t  in expl:r ining f l i t ler 's accession to
pott'er. hr tire eight nr()]tihs llet\\'een the fall cri
I ln rn lng  a t td  the : r l ) l ) i ) i l l t l l l c l l t  o f  H i t ie l  as

Chattcel lor. [ 'apeu ;t t tc: Schleicher bec:i t t te

I r l ode rn  H i s to r y  Rev iew



L l l i i l t r ' r ' l l o f  ( 5 I l r ' f t , : : l \ i . l \  )  l l l t i l  l t r ) J ) r . r l  l r )  I l ] ] ( i  i l

\ \ ' : r \  o l  l i L n r i n g  l { r t l c r  ; r n c l  h i :  n r o \  r l l r ( : r t .

, \ l th, rugl t  the \ l tz is  sr , t i lo-rc1 i r t ' l t t . r  l , rsst ' .  i r r : i t t

scr ' , , r tc l  l i l l r ' l l .s /11.q I  i tc t  i (  ) l )s  o i  \ r , r 'e t t t  l t t ' t -  I  l t ,  l? .

\ \ ' h i ( l r : r ' r l l r ( l  l , '  r l u l i c  I l i r l e r ' -  i n l ' i t t : i o r t  i t t

r r { ) \ ' r n )n r r l l t  l t i . o r t l l b l e .  t l t c v  ue re . t i l l  t l r t  l : i r r r s t

p:r I t r  ; r r t t i  cont f ( ) l lc( l  l i  l tugo.  srr . t i r  l 'e \ 'o lut ionl t i r '

I ) : r f i l - n I i i t i l r v  i o r c t ' .  I i i c  S . \  ( . \ 1 i r I r ; r r r , / ,  t 1 | r , { t .

\ \ - h t r r  t h c  I l i r l e r  C ; r i l n e t  \ \ ' i l : : i ) r n e ( i  r ) r t . l l )

J , , t t t t . ' t r  l ! ' i i l l .  i t . , , r . r ;  : : l ( y l  l  I l l : l j ,  I l  \  l l , , , t l - - ' '

r r t  j i  t ' s .  I c c l  bv  l ' r t p r : r .  ' u ) ( l  , , r t l ' ,  l l t r t t  \ : r z : . .

i n c l L : c l i nc  I - { i t l e r  i r ; n r . r l i .  \ k r : r ' ,  o l ) : c r ' ' ,  t r : ' :

t l ror . rg l t t  that  the tanrng hacl  bccn athctrc l .

This t r , r rned 1v111 1,  1) t i  an i11r. i : r rn.  I l i t le l ' : l rd

learnt  i rour thr  i ia :c,  r , , r  the Fieer-  I la l l  1 l r1sr  i r ,hat

r tvrr l t i t ior t  i r . t : r  r . t toc i t r ' : ' t  iL I te ar)Lr lc i  n() t  l lc  nr : ,a le

at  I ] r r  ban'rcades en( i  t l ra l  a{)uf l1)r ' r iat i ( ) r  n i rh : : re

ilrnred iorce: oi tl.te .tate haci to bc arrriclecl. \\':th

his mass nr() \ 'cnrent  icr i ta l iset l  l r '  l t is  epo,  , rnt-

rnent  i l -s  Chancel lor .  lurd \ \ ' r t i r  t ) re l rorrer .  l i  i l rc

st :Lte leg:r111'  :L l f ren( i r fed int , r  hrs h: t r tc l : ,  i r r i l t

l t reath-ra l i rng spee( l  l t i r  \ \as l ib l r  io g5i i r i l l ; : : '  "

d ictatr , r 'ship the begrnninq oi  t l r r ,  inr- rc l rc i r : rg
- ' 'o iut ior . t  he hacl  : r lnevs inturdrc l .

qv  r .  r 5
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(  t r  i  ) i l ( i l t I  i  t t j , \ '  i  ! ) ; ] ; ;  l inr i  tc ln) .  \ l : r t r r i iLrr t .

I I i c i cn . . l .  l i ! ) l ) : l )  r ^  n tuu t . \ ' t u i / i  l i t r t t t l t r .  I ! t i ! t  i : t ; ) ! )
{?ncl  ( r in l ,  [ . r  ) i r { ] r : I r .

J r r n r r - .  I L  ( l ! ) i i ( j )  7 l 1 r  ( ; t t t ) t ( t i t  . i l t t t t r f :  l \ , l i l  r ' :  r t r t t l

l : t  ' , i t t ) ) ) t t t :  I ! r :  I  I ! ) | ) t ; .  ( ) r i , i r r l  I  r t i r L ' r s i t v

l ' r - r ' . . .
I icr ' . i r : r t i .  L {ct l . i  I  I  ! r ! ) ( l )  l l - t  in t t t r :  I l ' l r . t  t i t r i  ( ' '  r r t t t t t t

[ ) t  , ] t t ) t  t  et  \ ' / ' l r r i ;  \ \ 'c ick,u ic l i i  . t  \ icol . , r t t .

I i , , l 1 ,  [ : .  I  l ! )Sb r  7 ' , ' ? '  l l ' r  i t i i , i t  A ' , 11 r l r t r ,  .  (  n r l i n

I l  .  : r ; r n .
\ r c i r , , . l . .  \ . . J .  ( i ! r . r l  i  l l  r  t i n t t r  t t n i  l l t L '  RLs , , , r  H i l l L  t

I  : l ' i :  ut ln) .  \  I t i t : l t i l l :Ln.

l)rLrlitr':. D. J. Ii. i 1:,!tl)t 7'ltr ll-t tittur R,/rirlJir'. 1)'r.rrr
' - ' : . , . , t  t r '  . \ 1 . , t .  r ' l l t .  l ' ,  : . - t t i : l .

Dr Edgur Fettcltttcuttgcr teecltes ntoiern

I t i stu rt' rt t t I t e L' t t i t'e t's i t 1' o f So t t I I t u,, t pto t t.

Frorn \\'eim;rr to Hitler ls fti.s llosf recent

book. Itt udditiott lo tttorlertt Gerntutr ltis-

tor l .  l te specrc l l 'ses in Br i t is l t  pol i t icul

/ r is lor l  of  t l te Yictor iut t  at td Edtcurt l iu t t

ege a,td ltus pttblisltcd set'eral boohs itt

tltat field.

The Rise and Fall
of the Weimar Republic

L9LB November.' Revolution in Berlin:
Emperor  Wi l l iam l l  abd ica tes .

t9L9 June: Treaty of Versailles signed by
u E r  n  r d n  u c r c H d t t r 5 .

L92O March:f irst r ignt-wing natronal ist
coup. the Kapp Putsch. fai ls.

1923 Januaty: French troops occuoy the
Ruhr .
November: 4.200 bi l l ion marks
exchanged for one Rentenmark.

1925 February; Hit ler refounds NSDAP
- 4 ^ -  f , l ^  - ^ t ^ ^ ^ ^  t - ^ ^d r L e r  i l r s  r c r c i l > c  i l u r n  P f l S O n .
May: Hindenburg takes off ice as
President.
October: Locarno treaties s'gned.

L929 Octobet: The Wall Street Crashi
Stresemann dies.

L93O March: Bruning becomes Chancellor.
September: Nazis become second-
largest party in Reichstag elect ions.

L932 Apri l :  Hindenburg, aged 84, beats
Hi t le r  in  p res ident ia l  e lec t ion .
June: Franz von Papen succeeds
Brun ing  as  Chance l lo r .
July: Reichstag elect ions make Nazis
the Iargest party.
November: Nazis lose two mil ion
votes in Reichstag electrons, but
remain the largest pany.
December: Kurt von Schleicher
c r rccpeds Panen as  Chance i lOr .

L933 January: Hitler is appointed
Chance l lo r .  w i th  Papen as  V ice-
Chance l lo r .
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